
THE LEGEND OF PARSIFAL 


by: Ray Walsh 

Sword fights, a damsel in distress, and 
valiant heroes— The Legend of Parsifal 
and the Fisher King presented by the 
7th grade theater enrichment class on 
March 12, had it all. One special 
challenge for this production involved 
combat training. Students began 
working with wooden dowels, and only 
in the last week did they practice with 
the metal swords. They also had to 
practice British accents, and most 
challenging was the search for a male 
willing to play a female role. 

As eager students frantically 
tried to grab the last of the front row 
seats. Dr. Fuller told the audience the 
origin of this tale and turned the play 
over to the narrator. Mason Holmes. 
Sitting in a dark corner, like a detective 
hiding in the shadows. Mason began the 
play describing the Fisher King and his 
once hopeful quest. The Fisher King 
(Will Stringfellow) was once in search 
of the Holy Grail, but when he had finds 
it and tries to take hold of it, he is badly 
burned and crippled. At this point 
Parsifal, the main character, (Jack 
Lewis) comes into play. He wants to go 
out on his own and become a great 


knight. While he is preparing to leave, 
his mother (Robert Foster) gives him a 



special sword that had been passed down 
from earlier generations. They bid each 
other farewell and he is off. He meets 
the Red Knight (Jim Beuerlein) where 
they challenge each other to a battle to 
determine who will get the armor. 
Parsifal wins and that is that! After 
defeating the Red Knight, he possesses 
the armor and is unstoppable. Every 
knight he meets (Josh Kuperschmidt and 
Jim Bryant), he challenges to a battle, 
and he wins every time. Then he sets out 
for the Fisher King. Once he arrives at 
the castle of the Fisher King, he asks a 
wrong question, and suddenly everything 
disappears. After many more years of 
searching, he finally comes upon the 
Fisher King’s kingdom again. He asks 
what it is that hinders the old king, and 
the reply is that the king is thirsty. With 
that, Parsifal fetches some water for him. 
When Parsifal hands the cup to the king, 
it turns out to be the Holy Grail. He has 
completed his quest. 

A good story, the clashing of 
metal in the battle scenes, the fine acting, 
and the medieval costumes made a great 
performance. 


IAN FRAZIER: A HIP WRITER 


by: Deke Shearon 


When asked exactly what he does, 
Ian Frazier replies in ia calm, collected voice 
befitting of a writer such as himself, “Non¬ 
fiction writer, essayist, and humor writer.” 
This description is true, and one could go as 
far as to call him the “slash” of writing, as he 
covers a lot of ground within those simple 
parameters. 

When talking to Mr. Frazier, one 
cannot help noticing the piercing blue eyes 
of the man, which look almost as if he is 
analyzing you from head to toe, as if he were 
secretly plotting to describe you in one of his 
works. The George Carlin-esque ponytail 
running down his back at first seems eccentric. 


and then seems fitting of the man. His speech 
in assembly was a thankfully interesting 
change from the recent droll of say-your- 
prayers-eat-your-vitamins-drink-milks 
sermons that we have been experiencing 
recently. 

When asked of his inspiration, he 
brings up his parents. His father was a “dour” 
chemist, who young Mr. Frazier idolized 
because he had his articles published in the 
local journal. He was a “self-pK)ssessed, 
pessimistic” man, as Mr. Frazier called him, 
not against his father, merely in description 
of him. The defining moment he described 
in his childhood was spying on his father in 


his study reading ''The Years with Ross”, a 
book by James Thurber, and watching him 
laugh out loud as he read. Mr. Frazier envied 
that book, as one of his major goals as a child 
was to make his father laugh. But, alas, his 
(Continued on page 2) 
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IAN 

FRAZIER 

(Continued from page I) 
father did not find him funny, but he found 
the book hilarious. So Mr, Frazier set out to 
write something so noble, so wonderful, that 
it could make a person laugh without even 
being there. In a recent ironic twist, long after 
his father’s death, Mr. Frazier was compared 
to Thurber himself by Newsweek, so one could 
safely say he has achieved his goal. 



Some of his favorite artists of his and 
our time include names such as Belushi, 
Jonathan Winters, Chris Rock, Richard Pryor, 
and Andy Kaufman. He revealed that in 
college, he too wanted to become a stand-up 
comedian. However, after seeing the rigors 
and guts required by the profession at various 
Boston comedy clubs, he decided to write 
humor, instead of act it. He liked to write, 
simply because, as he put it, “It’s just you and 
whatever else is out there in the world,” as 
opposed to stand-up comedy which has a 
single, set in stone audience. He likes to “mine 
the resource of people’s mind,” and indeed, 
his humor is very introspective and thought- 
provoking. 

TO THE 
EDITOR: 

I was very disappointed at the selection of Mr. 
Edd Caudill as the best dressed faculty 
member at MBA. His selection of clothing 
articles come almost exclusively from the 
well-known clothiers of Target and Wal Mart. 


I am sure that he spends many hours preparing 
his “attire of the day”; however, there were 
many other candidates who were overlooked. 
Mr. John Lanier with his modem European 
style of dress comes to mind. Also, Mr. Tom 
Moore with his corduroy pants and painted 
wing tip shoes is a model dresser. Mr. 
Jemison with his white socks is quite dashing. 
My personal tie collection is second to none. 
In the future, I hope that the editor will require 
the reporters to do a more thorough 
background check before giving out such 
prestigious awards. There must be a 
conspiracy to keep high school teachers from 
winning this award!! 111 

Sincerely (I think), 

Mr. Floyd Elliot 

MR. 

BERNAIAVnZ: 
SIZED UP 
BY SISK 

by: William Sisk 
An interview and 
then some... 


M r 
Bematavitz 
(a.k.a. John 
Paul) is a 
new teacher 
this year at 
MBA. He 
teaches 
Cultural 
Geography 
and Latin I 
both to 8th 
grade stu¬ 
dents, and 
Ancient and 
Medieval 
History to 
freshmen. 

He is cur¬ 
rently coaching lacrosse and in the fall, he 


coached microbe football. Bom in Sayre, 
Pennsylvania,he is part of a very large family 
of four brothers and two sisters. Mr. 
Bematavitz at one time thought he wanted to 
become a doctor. He attended Dickinson col¬ 
lege in Pennsylvania and while there, inspi¬ 
ration from one of his professors led him to 
become a teacher. Before he came to work at 
MBA, he worked at another all boys school. 
Mr. Bematavitz enjoys working in at MBA 
because boys schools allow male students to 
be themselves, and MBA reminds him of his 
old school. 

Mr. Bematavitz does not like bacon 
on BLT’s but loves it with eggs. He also en¬ 
joys Pop-Tarts. His shoe size is 8 1/2. Mr. B. 
also would rather spend an evening with Tom 
Cruise over Brad Pitt because of Nicole 
(cough cough). He is not too fond of the O.J. 
subject and thinks it should be left up to the 
jury. He enjoys speed-walking, but even more 
than that, he loves to hear about it, as do we 
all! He likes wheat bread more than white and 
also believes Elvis is dead, but his spirit is 
still with us. He has never been on the “Jerry 
Springer Show” he says, but he has thought 
about being on it. Mr. Bematavitz does not 
have any summer jobs as interesting as Mr. 
Speigl *s (life guard at Sequoia). He has never 
seen Showg irls, zmd is not planning on it. He 
also sees how people could mistake Leonardo 
DiClaprio for a 6th grader at Harpeth Hall. He 
is planning on having children in the future. 

Mr. Bematavitz has also done some 
stupid 
things like 
the rest of 
us, but the 
stupidest 
thing he has 
ever done 
was when 
he sticking 
a paperclip 
in the igni¬ 
tion of his 
sister’s boy¬ 
friends’ car. 
There is 
much more 
to Mr. 
Bematavitz, 
but I sug¬ 
gest that 
for yourself. 
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THE BEST 
MOVIE OF 
ALL TIME 

by: Nick Reid 

Movies are quite possibly the greatest 
form of entertainment ever discovered by 
man. They are able to teleport the viewer into 
a fantasy world of intrigue, conspiracy, com¬ 
edy, etc. They enable us to forget the real 
world, kick up our feet, and enjoy good old 
fashioned American entertainment. As Mar¬ 
tin Scorcesse once said: “Movies teach you 
about the world, other people, and maybe if 
you are lucky you will learn something about 
yourself.” With this in mind, 1 feel it is time 
to unveil what I believe to be the greatest 
movie of all time. 

First of all we have to narrow the 
list. It doesn’t deal with medieval or ancient 
civilizations. Scratch Braveheart, Spartacus, 
and Ben-Hur. Surprisingly enough, it does 
not star Jack Nicholson. Early exits for As 
Good As It Gets, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest, The Shining, Terms of Endearment, and 
A Few Good Men. Nor does it contain Robin 
Williams in the cast. Sorry Good Will Hunt¬ 
ing, Awakenings, and Dead Poets Society. No, 
it’s not a Spielberg movie. Goodbye E.T, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, Jaws, Schindler’s List, 
and Jurassic Park. Although it’s hard for me 
to deal with, it is not a mafia movie. Godfa¬ 
ther 1,2, and 3 are out, as are Goodfellas and 
Raging Bull. Now let’s eliminate all the Kevin 
Costner movies: Field of Dreams, JFK, 
Dances With Wolves, and The Untouchables. 
Tom Hanks was close, but goodbye Big, 
Forrest Gump, and Apollo 13. It’s not Gandhi, 
Gone With the Wind, or Psycho. It doesn’t 
star Harrison Ford: The Fugitive, Star Wars, 
and Witness. War movies have never been 
up my ally so scratch Patton, The English 
Patient, and Platoon. Silence of the Lambs is 
too unbelievable and Pulp Fiction is too 
weird. Tom Cruise and Dustin Hoffman don’t 
do the job so out go All the President’s Men, 
Rain Man, and Jerry Maguire. Taxi Driver is 
too dark, and Rocky drags after the first hour. 

Finally, after countless hours of 


movie watching, I went all the way back to 
the best picture of 1971, The French Connec¬ 
tion. Starring Gene Hackman as the in-your- 
face narcotics cop, Popeye Doyle, this film 
follows his adventures as he tries to track 
down a group of French drug smugglers in 
New York City. Hackman gives the perfor¬ 
mance of his life as he brings his gritty, rug¬ 
ged character to life. The movie does not rely 
on special effects for its thrills, but focuses 
on clever plot twists for its suspense. The 
French Connection is just another example 
of why the 1970’s has been and always will 
be remembered as the Golden Age of the 
Movies. 

MUSIC’S 
GOOD, BAD, 
AND UGLY 

by: Andrew Shelby and Conner Fitzbugh 

Due to the deterioration of the 
quality of popular music and the negative skill 
of the “musicians” writing their so called 
music, we have set out on a mission to warn 
you Junior Schoolers of the ill effects of the 

Hands down, this is the 
worst album of all time 

Nineties pop culture. We’ve been around the 
music world a long time and seen many a band 
such as Bush, The Offspring, and Seven Mary 
Three come and go almost weekly. Only a 
handful of good bands like Leftover Salmon, 
Blue Mountain, Whiskeytown, and Moe still 
exist in this musically desolate world. To 
carry out our mission, we will alert you Junior 
Schoolers to some of the worst bands of all 
time as well as name five incredible albums 
thereby helping you to expand and enrich your 
musical life. The five worst albums (in order): 

1 .Nevermind by Nirvana 

Hands down, this is the worst album 
of all time, under any circumstances, ever, no 
questions asked. Kurt Cobain could not even 
sing to save his life, and neither of the other 


two guys had any shred of musical talent. 
Most songs consisted of one note being hit 
repeatedly on high distortion. If you own this, 
you should be tarred and feathered and 
laughed at by the masses. 

2. Dookie by Green Day 

Look at the title. That says it all. 

3. Jagged Little Pill by Alanis Morrisette 

The popularity Alanis achieved still 
puzzles me, even today. Now that she has 
used up all her angst, she has nothing to do. 
Maybe the fact that she will never sell another 
album will get Alanis mad enough to write 
some more songs. 

4. Razor Blade Suitcase by Bush 

We’ve already bashed these guys 
once, but they deserve more. Once again, like 
Nirvana, they have no talent and quite simply, 
make a lot of noise. We ought to send these 
guys back to England where they won’t bother 
anyone over here. 

5. The New CD by Puff Daddy 

First of all, rap is flat out bad. 
Secondly, this guy is so bad he can’t even 
write his own bad songs. He took a Police 
song and made it an embarrassment to Police 
fans around the world. Maybe with all these 
rapper murders we’ll get lucky and Puff 
Daddy will get it. 

The Five Best Albums (in no particular order) 

1. Junta by Phish 

This is one of the best albums that 
has come around in a long time. Here, we see 
Phish in their formative stages and the songs 
capture all the image of live shows despite 
being recorded in a studio. One might argue 
that the songs that stretch out to ten or eleven 
are too long, but Phish is so dam good you 
stay on the edge of your seat the whole time. 

2. Live at Fillmore East by the Allman 
Brothers 

This album defines the motion of 
what a live album should be. As any devoted 
fan knows, the Allmans stretched out much 
more on the stage than in the studio and this 

(Continued on page 4) 
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GOOD, BAD, 
AND UGLY 

(Concluded from page 3) 

album effectively captures Duane Allman’s 
guitar playing as well as Gregg Almann’s 
incredible vocals. 

3. Led Zepplin IV 

This is the quintessential rock album 
and we cannot say enough good things about 
it. Jimmy Page’s guitar playing is still raw 
and expressive, and John Bonham brings it 
all together with his rhythms. It is just plain 
good. 

4. The Dark Side of the Moon by Pink Floyd 

This 2 dbum is really weird. It was 
the first of its kind where all the songs just 
seemed to flow together and be like one great 
orchestral opus rather than a bunch of tunes 
thrown together on an album. Plus Roger 
Waters could really write good lyrics. Songs 
like ‘Time” and “Wish You Were Here” are 
just dripping with good lines. The whole 
Wizard of Oz thing really makes this album 
even better. 

5. Kind of Blue by Miles Davis 

We decided to include this one just 
to get you guys listening to some jazz. When 
Miles Davis went into the studio to record this 
album he had absolutely nothing written. All 
the music was either composed immediately 
before its recording or actually improvised 
during the recording. All the jazz types claim 
this is the best jazz album of all time, and they 
are absolutely right. 

We hope you have found this article 
to be useful, and if we have offended any of 
you “alternative” lovers we really don’t care. 
Hopefully we have made at least one 
blooming music lover turn from the dark sides 
of metal and alternative to the happy and fim 
side of good old rock and roll. If you or 
anyone you know owns an album off our “Bad 
Album List”, we advise you to quietly bum 
the album without making a scene or drawing 
too much attention to yourself. You wouldn’t 
want to be seen clutching a Bush album, 
would you? 


WORST 
MOVIES OF 
THE 90’S 

by: Deke Shearon 

Please note that these are the opin¬ 
ions of one Col. Deke Shearon, however, 
you’re blind if you don’t see things my 
way. 

y. Jason goes to Heck (Hey, it’s a 
newspaper for the whole family); The Fi¬ 
nal Friday- This movie is unique because 
it must be the only movie I have ever seen 
in which the first scene of the movie com¬ 
pletely outweighs the rest of the movie. 
You see, they ran out of budget money af¬ 
ter the first scene (which features our 
hockey masked friend being blown up), and 
had to loop scenes numerous times to add 
filler. The most memorable of these scenes 
is Jason’s soul being vomited into various 
men. True highbrow. 

2. The Pest- John Leguizamo. 
Enough Said 

3. Mighty Morphin ’ Power Rangers: 
Turbo- Did anyone even know they made 
a sequel to the first one? All things aside, 
the pink ranger is still foxy. 

4. Judge Dredd- I saw this movie in 
a theater, and I walked out of it. To this 
very day, I haven’t seen the last hour of 
the movie. Sylvester Stallone’s perfor¬ 
mance in this movie is the measuring stick 
for bad. The guy with the dial on his head 
was cool though. 

5. Batman and Robin -1 must admit, 
I went to see this movie in the theater, too. 
But I have a good excuse, and her name is 
Alicia Silverstone. The actual movie was 
atrocious, save for the fifteen minutes fea¬ 
turing our fair friend Ms. Silverstone in a 
tight, form-fitting bat suit. 

6. The Mighty Ducks, The Mighty 
Ducks 2, The Mighty Ducks 3, That Dam 
Cat, Meet the Deedles, Air Bud, and any 


other Disney PG-rated live action movie- 
These are grouped together for a reason. 
They are the exact same movie. Same ex¬ 
act storyline. Some team/person (politi¬ 
cally correct, of course) are almost con¬ 
quered by a bullying team/person, but end 
up beating the bullying team/person and 
winning. Horrible stuff. 

7. Robocop 3- The first one was bad, 
the second one was horrible, this one was 
flat out atrocious. Robocop, a robot who 
is a cop, but with feelings too, is unques¬ 
tionably one of the worst ideas in the his¬ 
tory of creative thinking. I honestly think 
this was written in a Hollywood bathroom 
by a college intern in less than 15 minutes. 

8. Super Mario Brothers: The Movie- 
Ahhhh, the curse named John Leguizamo 
strikes again. Video games do not trans¬ 
late well into movies. It was sad to see 
Dennis Hopper in such a bad movies (Oh 
Easy Rider where art thou?) 

9. Waterworld- When a movie’s 
opening sequence consists of the protago¬ 
nist’s relieving himself into a small con- 

All things aside, 
the pink ranger is 
still foxy 

tainer, then drinking it, you know you are 
in for a ride. Despite being (at that time) 
the most expensive movie ever made, it still 
looks like it was filmed in a tank. One 
again, Dennis Hopper’s career is knocked 
down a couple notches, by Kevin Costner’s 
laughably bad performance. This guy se¬ 
riously needs to be kept away from any 
kind of creative media. He needs to write 
word problems for Algebra books or some¬ 
thing. 

10. Cabin fioy-Strange, strange, 
strange is the only word that can describe 
this film. With offbeat (REALLY offbeat) 
humor, and cameos by everyone from 
David Letterman to Andy Richter, it either 
is just really really bad, or I just don’t get 
it. “Hey, wanna buy a monkey?” 
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STRONG 
FINISH FOR 
BASKEIBALL 

by: David Was 

At the friendly confines of the Harpeth 
Hall gyms, the MBA 8th grade basketball team 
made it to the semifinal (second) round of the 
HVAC Tournament before being ousted by the 
eventual tournament champion winner. Freedom 
Middle School. Freedomjumped out on early 
by as many as ten points, but MBA managed to tie 
the game at halftime. In the third quarter it went 


point lead. MBA’s comeback fell short in the fourth 
quarter, and the final score ended up 55-48. 
Brandon Booth led the way for MBA with 18 
points. To advanceto the sonifinals, MBA, seeded 
sixth (which is the lowest possible seed), had to 
beat BGA. Fueled by Warner Jones (15 points) 
aixi Nick Reid, MBA had the game UTKler ccmtrol 
almost right fixnn the start Key fiee throws iced 
the game at the end. All in all, MBA had a fairly 
successful season. There were ups and downs 
throughout the season, but everyone improved: 


Robbie Guerre played well at the end of the season. 
Jess Andrews played a big role at the end. Allen 
Callison also grew as a basketball player. 

LACROSSE: 

BRUTE 

FORCE 

by: Michael Pass 

The 8th grade lacrosse team is 
looking forward to a good season (and that 
means beating the other team in the ground 
until they like it). The offense is 
quarterbacked by Buck Elam and Zack Wall, 


whose ball handling skills are amazing. Clay 
Brown, Gavin Richey, and newcomer Ben 
Be vans are also midfield contributors. Hard 
shooting Porter Meadors, goal making Alex 
Newman, sneaky shot Franklin Johnson, and 
grunt man Alex Hammerlein all add scoring 
in their respective attack positions. The 
defense is really showing up this season. Will 
Fuqua leads the defense with the best stick 
skills and devastating poke-checks, Chris 
Hancock uses patient yet relentless checks to 


wear down his opponent, and finally Michael 
Pass uses brute force and aggressiveness to 
stifle his opposition. With this group of rough, 
mean, ♦smelly, and ♦ugly guys, no one stands 
a chance. 

* (Author’s note: Buck Elam accounts for the 
word smelly being in the article.) 

*(Author*s note: I myself account for the 
word ugly being in the article.) 

THE 
OUTING 
CLUB:THE 
ULTIMATE 
OUTING 

by: Alex Lefferts 

The Outing Club winter trip to Bridal 
Veil Falls on the campus of the University of 


Taking a break from the 
snowball wars, Martin 
Baird, Evan Shelby, Allen 
Callison, and Alex 
Lejferts all ventured into 
the trail and gazed at the 
winter wonderland. 


the South Sewanee was an exciting trek out 
into the unknown. Taking a break from the 
snowball wars, Martin Baird, Evan Shelby, 
Allen Callison, and Alex Lefferts all ventured 
into the trail and gazed at the winter wonder¬ 
land. Note the Outing Club picture on page 
six where these four pose in front of a deep 
cravace. 

(Picture on page 6) 



The Eight Grade Basketball Team: (back to front) (left to right) 
Ford Manning (manager), Clark Rollins, Akeem Turner, Will 
Brackin, Allen Callison, David Was, Brandon Booth, Robbie 
Guerre, Nick Reid, Warner Jones, Tate Jackson, and Jess Andrews 


back and forth, but Freedom had grabbed a four 
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"When I grow up I'm gonna marry 
Peyton Manning, and we 're gonna name 
our son Peyton. ” 


You can hear the teacher reaching 
for the demerit slip... 


WELCOME, 

GRANDPARENTS!!! 



Wf// tests out his deodorant on Hunter 
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